
Anti-racist 
activism in 
Social Work
Nimal Jude

Tanya Moore

Glory Simango





‘White people who recognize racism 
have an incredibly important part to 
play. That part can’t be played while 

wallowing in guilt. White support 
looks like financial or administrative 
assistance to the groups doing vital 
work. Or intervening when you are 

needed in bystander situations. 
Support looks like white advocacy 
for anti-racist causes in all-white 

spaces. White people, you need to 
talk to other white people about 

race. Yes, you may be written off as 
a radical , but you have much less to 

lose.’
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Is there a need for 
anti-racist activism in 
social work? Yes! And 
we have a plan! 

https://twitter.com/tanya_tavi/status/1329538396793040901/photo/1
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• Anti-Racist Activism

• @SWAction21







to keep talking 
about issues of 

race. We’ve spent 
too long not talking 

about it. We’re 
finally doing it and 
need to keep going

As a white man, I will step 
away from places where 

there are already too many 
white men

I pledge to work with colleagues to 
ensure our curricula are truly 

decolonised and inclusive, starting 
with investing in a diverse range of 

resources for our library

my personal pledge is to 
not be afraid to ask 

questions concerning race 
but be willing to be wrong, 

to listen and to learn.

to speak and teach about anti-
racism at every public 

platform I have access to’

I pledge to; call racism out 
when I see it in all its forms; 

bring my boys up to 
understand & acknowledge 

their privilege, & the 
perspective of others

I pledge to 
continue to use 

every access I have 
to create space and 
then get out of the 

way’

I pledge to seek out  
every opportunity to 

fiercely challenge 
racism as if lives 

depend on it. 
Because they do

I  pledge  to   listen 
and to learn

My pledge is to do 
less talking and more 

listening and to 
encourage white 

students to also say 
less and isten more to 
their colleagues’ lived 
experiences of racism

My pledge is to do less 
talking and more listening 

and to encourage white 
students to also say less 
and isten more to their 

colleagues’ lived 
experiences of racism

to use my position as PSW to 
keep anti-racism conversations 

going & ensure diversity is 
threaded through all our 

training 











The Road to Activism

Diana Katoto 

and 

Omar Mohamed



Activism in Academia

Dr Zoe Thomas

Activism in Academia’ is a powerful 
polemic of why this must happen.

Zoe’s model for Reparation in Social 
Work Education is a practical and 
highly applicable suggestion for 
university action.







If not now, when? On Jewishness and Challenging 
Antisemitism

To be Jewish is to live with a visceral existential threat. Put 
simply, it means living with the knowledge that the veneer 
of acceptance can shatter in an instant and there will never 
be safety and belonging. 

Unique to anti-semitism as a form of racism is an 
assumption of power and wealth that makes Jewish people 
appear to be a ‘fair target’. 

The result is there are very few allies. As the number of anti-
semitic attacks and calls for the death of all Jewish people 
rise, the responding silence is deafening. 

Victoria Hart’s chapter examines the history of anti-semitism
and notes how even though to be Jewish is a protected 

characteristic, anti-semitism is not recognised as racism and 
its terrifying potential fails to be acknowledged by social 

work.’







https://theantiracistlisteningproject.com/









Discussion 

How is culturally aware practice 
developing? 

What work is happening to address 
disparities?

What does progress look like?

How are we measuring progress/ 
Impact?



Anti racism is a verb not a 
noun

What action will you take?



Thanks for 
listening 
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